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OVERVIEW
The event will take place over a day and a half. Day One will open with community building followed
by participation in a choice of stimulating, interactive workshops with leading academics around
sub-themes agreed upon by our AVID student community. The workshops will culminate in students
participating in Socratic Seminars that consolidate the deeper thinking they have engaged in during the
day. The day will close with a keynote speech and “mocktail” reception. Day two centres around the
presentation of student school projects and a series of activities to establish the AVID Australia student
learning community. A student plenary panel will complete the event.

THE SCHOOL PROJECT
This event epitomises the AVID philosophy of RIGOUR + SUPPORT = SUCCESS in raising the
aspirations and academic, social and emotional capabilities of AVID students. Schools were asked to
nominate their top four sub-themes from the list below.
Bullying

Mental health and young people

Environmental issues

Poverty

Technology in the 21st century

Arts and Society

Civics, citizenship and young people

Politics and governance for Gen Z

Educating citizens for the 21st century
Schools then undertook small group projects that incorporated all aspects of WICOR to create a final
presentation demonstrating their understanding of the broader theme “leading change in the local
community as global citizens” as it impacts their world. The form that this project has taken has varied
from school to school but began with identifying an area of need linked to one of the sub-themes, either
within the school or wider community.

Once this area of need was identified, students designed a project to provide solutions and improvements
addressing that need. The final project may be presented in any form that the students choose, but
will include a short oral presentation/summary of the project at the Spring Student Institute. Students
attending the Institute are prepared to participate in a Socratic Seminar arising from their project.

.
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WELCOME
Claire Brown – Associate Director, The Victoria Institute
“The best way to predict your Future is to create it.” Abraham Lincoln
Creating our future lies primarily in the hands of the generations to come. As educators in schools,
universities and other learning environments, we must provide today’s students with the belief that they
can shape the future and the knowledge and passion to take that responsibility wisely.
At last year’s AVID Australia Summer Institute – the main professional training program for AVID
teachers – a young student speaker issued us with a challenge. If teachers can get together and talk
about learning at the Summer Institute, why can’t students get together and have similar discussions
at their own Student Institute? That kind of initiative is what we see so often with AVID students, and
it’s exactly that kind of inspiration that drives the AVID program in Australia and the USA. So Florence,
challenge accepted!
The AVID Australia team has created the AVID Spring Student Institute, inspired by the quality of
learning and thinking we see in AVID students across the country. We have set up this event to build a
forum for you as AVID students to establish learning communities across Australia where you can take
the initiative to discuss things that are important to you and the way you are creating our future. We
want this event to celebrate the achievements of AVID’s first years in Australia and to provide students
with an authentic university learning experience so that you will continue to aspire to university studies
that can help you to understand the way ahead for creating our future.
We chose the theme, “Leading change in the Local Community and as Global Citizens”, based on
the characteristics of AVID students as young people who have great potential to become leaders
locally and more globally. With the support of AVID schools, these students are able to rise to higher
expectations that they, their teachers and their classmates have previously set for them.
Our essential questions to guide our thinking over the next two days are:
1. How can students lead positive change in their school/community/local area that also develops an
awareness of their responsibilities as global citizens?
2. How can this event establish an AVID student learning community that is sustained beyond the
Spring Institute and shared with other AVID students?
Our schools epitomise the AVID philosophy of RIGOUR + SUPPORT = SUCCESS. Students and their
teachers have worked diligently on group projects throughout the year that have incorporated aspects
of WICOR in their learning (Reading and Writing for purpose, Inquiry, Collaboration and Organisation
skills) to create a final presentation demonstrating their understanding of the broader theme “leading
change in the local community as global citizens” as it impacts their world. Our two days at Victoria
University will culminate in sharing these wonderful projects amongst the group and then holding
Socratic Seminars to identify ways of improving and scaling up these concepts led by our young
leaders in their local communities. I want to thank the teachers and students for making this event more
than a wish, and indeed a reality.
As the great anthropologist, Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world; indeed it is the only thing that ever has.” I am sure by the
end of these two days, we are all going to feel confident and positive that our future is safe in the hands
of the young leaders who join us for the inaugural AVID Australia Spring Institute.
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VENUE DETAILS
The event takes place at Victoria University City Flinders campus at 300 Flinders Street Melbourne.
The City Flinders Campus is opposite Flinders Street Station. Please proceed to level 12 for registration
and workshop rooms.

Morning tea and lunch will be provided each day in the Foyer area.
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SCHEDULE
Thursday 4 September
TIME

ACTIVITY

8.15am

Registration opens

8.45-9.00am

Welcome and acknowledgment
of traditional owners.

9.00-9.40

Community Building activities

9.40 – 9.55

Morning Tea

10.00-12.30

Uni workshop rotation 1

12.30-1.30

Lunch

1.30-4.00

Uni workshop rotation 2

4.00-5.00

Keynote Speech

5.00-6.30

Mocktail reception

Friday 5 September
TIME

ACTIVITY

8.30-9.00am

Community Building activities

9.00-9.55

Group project presentations x
4 concurrently & first Socratic
Seminar rotation

9.55-10.15

Morning Tea

10.20-11.15

Group project presentations x 4
concurrently & second Socratic
Seminar rotation

11.20-12.10

Group project presentations x
4 concurrently & third Socratic
Seminar rotation

12.15-12.45

Reflection, Evaluation and Takeaways

12.45-1.00

Close

1.00-2.00

Lunch

7

The Victoria Institute

7

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Nick Allardice – Director, Change.org Australia
Nick Allardice is a social change advocate and entrepreneur, with a history of creating and leading high
impact national campaigns and organisations on the critical issues facing the world today. Nick is the
Founder and Director of Change.org Australia, the fastest growing platform for social change in the
world, empowering millions of members (growing at over one million per month) to start, join and win
thousands of campaigns for social change every day. Nick is also the co-founder of the Live Below
the Line campaign. First created in mid 2010, over 9000 Australians have since taken the challenge
to live on $2 a day for five days, and through doing so raise money and awareness. In its first year
the campaign raised an incredible $520,000, and in 2011 it tripled in size raising a huge $1.5 million in
Australia alone, whilst also expanding into the US, UK and New Zealand.
Nick plays a significant role in a number of leading non-government organisations. He is Deputy Chair
of the Australian Youth Climate Coalition and Non-Executive Director of award winning sustainability
education NGO OzGREEN. Nick was previously General Manager of The Oaktree Foundation and
was a member of the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY Coalition’s Australian Steering Committee.   Nick has
been a speaker, consultant, facilitator and advisor for organisations as diverse as the United Nations
Development Program in Bangkok, Newcrest Mining in Melbourne and the NAB. He is a sought
after commentator and speaker on leadership, social innovation and enterprise, changing the world,
technology, people power, social media, poverty, climate change and much more. He is an ongoing
commentator on significant social issues through his regular opinion editorials for state and national
newspapers, and as co-author of books including The Future By Us: Australia Beyond 2020.
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UNIVERSITY WORKSHOPS
Each young leader (student participant) will choose two workshops to participate in.

What Can Eating An Apple Tell Us About Society?
We will learn that the best way to study our society is to pretend you are an alien and imagine you
are landing on this earth for the very first time! In this session we will enter the world of sociology and
discuss how we study societies. We begin by thinking about eating apples and then giving flowers
before talking about the world’s first ever mobile phone!

Presented by: Professor James Arvanitakis, The Academy, UWS
Professor James Arvanitakis the Head of The Academy at the University of Western Sydney where he
is also a lecturer in the Humanities and a member of the University’s Institute for Cultural and Society.
James has spearheaded the establishment of The Academy and its principles of future proofing
education, inter-disciplinarity and ethical leadership. His research areas include citizenship, resilience,
piracy and the future of universities. James is a regular media commentator, and has his own segment
on FBI Radio. James was a former banker and advocate for free trade, but having witnessed child and
indentured labour, has worked to develop sustainable, socially just and equitable economic policies,
working as a human rights activist throughout the Pacific, Indonesia and Europe. He worked for a
number of human rights organisations including Oxfam Hong Kong and was the Director of Aid/Watch.
After being internationally recognised for his innovative teaching style, in 2012, James was awarded
the Prime Minister’s University Teacher of the Year Award. This year James has seen the release of two
new books – both edited collections: The Citizen of the Twenty-First Century (IDN Press) and Piracy:
Leakages from Modernity (Litwin Press).

What does it take to become a scientist?
Do you know what it really takes to become scientist? Scientists study some big questions about life
and how the universe works. They are great at asking difficult questions, and have built enormous and
expensive machines to try to answer these questions. Focusing mainly on one area of science, particle
accelerators, we will discuss how atom smashers have ignited wonder and curiosity in some, and
changed the lives of many.

Presented by Tessa Charles, Monash University
Tessa is a PhD candidate in the field of accelerator physics. Her fascination with accelerator physics
began in her undergraduate degree at Monash University she had an opportunity to undertake a
research project at the Australian Synchrotron. She has since worked as an intern at DESY in Germany,
Institute Laue Langevin in France, and CERN in Switzerland. Currently her research is investigating
Free Electron Lasers, a new type of particle accelerator.

Mental Health and Bullying: Relationships and Environment
In this hands-on workshop, participants will role play a ‘school council meeting’, where a behavior
policy will be debated. We often think of mental health and bullying as individual experiences. Whilst
this is true, mental health and bullying can be considerably influenced by the environment a person
finds themselves in and the relationships they are part of. The group will take part in a school council
meeting where behaviour policy will be discussed and debated. Assuming different roles within this
meeting (e.g. Principal, teachers, parents, etc.), workshop participants will be asked to take on the
perspective of their role in contributing to the development of policy on school community wellbeing.
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Presented by: Dr Tim Corcoran, The Victoria Institute & Anthony Ryan, Currajong State
School
Tim Corcoran worked as a prison psychologist then a school psychologist in Queensland for 10 years.
For the past 7 years he has worked in universities in Australia, Singapore and England. His research
interests include mental health promotion in educational settings and psychology’s contribution to
learning.
Anthony Ryan is currently the Principal of Currajong State School. He has taught in New South Wales,
Northern Territory and Queensland schools. Having worked as Behaviour Management Support teacher
for 10 years he has a particular interest in the development of relational capacity of individuals and a
sustainable social network that contributes to positive outcomes for all.

Them too? Researching Disability, Disablement and Exclusion
It may seem like the world has changed for people with a disability. There is Disability Discrimination
legislation (DDA, 1991), an international United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disability, recognition and presence of disabled people in popular culture, a new language of social
inclusion, building regulations to support access for people with a range of impairments, and education
jurisdictions pronouncing their foundation in inclusive education. So, yes there have been significant
changes and this is social progress.
What happens when we scratch the surface? How inclusive is Australia? What kind of worlds do people
with a disability experience and what are the impacts of those individual and collective experiences?
How would we approach researching these questions? This session invites us to talk about the social
habit of exclusion in order to think about how we might make the world (or our small part of it) otherwise.

Presented by: Professor Roger Slee, Victoria Institute
Professor Roger Slee is a leading scholar and has published extensively in the field of inclusive education.
His latest book “The Irregular School: Exclusion, Schooling and Inclusive Education” (Routledge, 2011)
advocates for inclusion as a pre-requisite of a democratic education.
Roger has led large research projects in Australia and around the world including Canada, New
Zealand, United Kingdom, Singapore, The Republic of Montenegro, India, Iraq and Malta. Roger was
the lead researcher of a UNICEF funded project (2008–2009). His team established the prevalence
of childhood disability in post-war Iraq and how to address those students’ educational needs. He
assisted in development of policies, programs and infrastructure to cope with the complex demands
and extreme conditions of this conflict stricken country. In recognition of Roger’s achievements, he was
awarded the American Education Research Association’s Senior Scholar Award for Disability Studies
in Education, in 2013.
Roger is the Founding Director of The Victoria Institute for Education, Diversity and Lifelong Learning at
Victoria University, Melbourne. Prior to his current appointment, Roger served as the Deputy DirectorGeneral of Education in the Queensland Ministry of Education before taking up successive academic
positions in Canada and then England. Roger is the Founding Editor of The International Journal of
Inclusive Education.
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PRESENTATIONS &
SOCRATIC SEMINARS
Each young leader will choose two Socratic Seminars to participate in, as well as presenting their own project with their group

Mental Health Awareness
Myrtleford P-12
Depression and Bipolar are the most frequently diagnosed mental illnesses among celebrities and
approximately half the people in the world will experience mental illness during their lifetime. As part
of our project we explored the experiences of people suffering from a mental illness, and how it affects
the people around them/in their life. Join us to learn more about our journey and how you can help with
readily available digital resources.

Speed Friending
Hallam Secondary College
Bullying within schools can take on different forms. At our school, students have experienced physical
and verbal abuse as well as social exclusion. Our aim is to reduce social exclusion by giving students the
opportunity to get to know one another before they judge them, i.e., speed friending. . Speed friending
is similar to speed dating but you’re making new friends. How does it work? We’ll invite participants
into two groups. Group 1 will stay seated while group 2 moves around from table to table. They’ll talk
for 3 minutes before moving on. Leave your prejudice at the door and enjoy this very sociable session.

Creating a Culture of Excellence
Bakewell Primary School
Bullying can have a severe impact on a person’s wellbeing. The goal of the project was to positively
impact on student behaviour and develop ways to Fostering the ‘Living the Bakewell Code of Conduct’.
This student-led school-based initiative developed a clear vision to change the cultural expectation to
one that promotes positive peer–to-peer interactions. Through the Peer2Peer Program and a focus day
‘Living the School Code of Conduct’, students impacted on their peers ability to feel engaged, safe and
happy within their school community. Find out how your school can do it too.

One Child, One Teacher, One Pen and One Book.
VU Secondary College
Even though most Australian students attend school, they do not always appreciate the privilege.
Our project encouraged students to appreciate the educational opportunities available to them. We
highlight the opportunities given to students in Australia and compare them with those offered to
students elsewhere around the globe. We intend to make a short video clip, run workshops with
students and a competition in the school community. Exciting students about the possibilities that
stem from education will be key to our success.
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Playground Champions
Makybe Rise Primary School
The students of Makybe Rise Primary School have chosen the global issue of bullying as their focus for
leading change in the local community. After discussions, observations and data collection, the students
determined that establishing and maintaining friendships was pivotal to addressing bullying issues. The
students have begun implementation of a program called ‘Playground Champions’, whereby they are
instrumental in playground interactions. The Student Leaders, Tribe Captains and Media Specialists each
participate in modelling appropriate behaviours, problem solving friendship issues and building community
through organised play opportunities. Come and listen to our stories as we analyse and monitor our success.

Project Sugar Coat
Williamstown High School
What happens to asylum seekers trying to seek refuge in Australia? We investigated how people
are being processed offshore on Manus Island and Naru and whether the detention conditions were
acceptable. Our research involved interviewing a range of students and teachers from our school about
their thoughts and understanding of this issue. This is your chance to discover the troubling but true
facts of life beyond the border fence.

Mind Over Matter: Understanding and Coping with Mental Illness
Point Cook Senior Secondary College
Mental illness is often viewed with fear and disdain. ‘Mind over matter’ would like to spread a practical
message of hope in our local school community to help break down the social stigma associated
with mental illness. Understanding the issue and knowing how to identify the symptoms of mental
illness and how to cope with it is crucial in changing people’s attitudes. We plan to distribute a survey
amongst our Year 10 student body to gain insight into their perceptions of mental illness and the coping
strategies they are aware of. We will analyse the results of the survey before crafting our campaign. Sit
in on a strategy session as we plot our approach to help people look beyond the illness. We’ll explore
options such as arranging guest speakers running student-led peer education sessions and filming a
short video clip.

Say No To Bullying
Kurunjang Secondary College
Using research on the different forms of bullying this team created a presentation to explain the different
types of bullying and the impacts that this can have. This research and presentation was used to
spread awareness of bullying in our school community and encourage students to think about how
their actions and behaviours can either contribute to bullying, or help provide a solution to the problem.
Attend to hear more from the project team about how they employed multimedia to communicate the
message of the ‘Say No to Bullying’ campaign.
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Poverty Awareness Campaign
Kurunjang Secondary College
Poverty is a problem in Australia and around the World. As young people growing up in the developed
world, it can be difficult to fully comprehend the challenges of poverty. Our aim was to connect with
our peers and demonstrate too them why they should be concerned. Defining poverty by investigating
the causes and effects helped us to define and communicate the essence of this troubling t issue.
This research was then used to create a proposal for fundraising activities to support charities helping
those suffering in poverty. Our proposal served as a means to generate discussion about poverty in
our community. Learn how we utilized the arts to engage and connect with our audience and spread
our message.

Mental Health issues and young people: How big is this problem?
Williamstown High School
We investigated the problems that today’s youth face in society. Our project was to look at the scale
and depth of mental health issues youth are experiencing. Is the problem much bigger than any of
us had previously imagined? Our session will analyse how we examined a range of responses and
came up with a recommendation to address some of these issues in a school setting and in the wider
community.

Real People, Real Needs - Wesley Mission Project
Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College
Homelessness is a growing problem in Australia and worldwide. Everyone should have the right to
safe and secure housing, education, health and welfare. In order to better understand this important
human rights issue, we investigated the operation of the Wesley Mission. We surveyed students and
the community about the homeless to ascertain their perceptions and understanding of this important
issue. Students also volunteered to door knock for The Red Shield Winter Appeal. Our aim for the
future – participate in a sleep out, to gain further empathy and raise funds for Wesley Mission.. The
experience at Wesley Mission gave us a unique insight into the lives of homelessness people and how
they survive in the inner city. There is real urgency to act and assist those less fortunate than ourselves
within our community. We will share our encounters and new found perspectives on just how it tough
it can be to ‘sleep rough’. You’ll also hear more about the ways in which we’ve endeavored to develop
empathy within the broader community to harness support for these vulnerable members of society.

Take 3 for the Sea
Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College
Marine debris, particularly plastic, has a disastrous impact in our oceans, on sea animals and ultimately,
us. The aim of the Take 3 initiative is to provide a safe, clean and healthy environment worldwide for
all humans, marine creatures and wildlife and to educate everyone in understanding the importance
of maintaining clean beach environments. The premise for the program is that people take 3 pieces
of rubbish away with you when you leave, whenever going to the beach, local park or reserve. Take 3
encourages people to reduce, re-use and recycle. We motivate individuals to take initiative and clean
the community, thereby protecting the waterways. A Take 3 committee has been established within the
campus to help raise awareness of pollution within the local campus community and the community
of Tuggerah Lakes. Join us as we plan the Take 3 road trip with Dr Tim Silverwood and the Rakefish
Project to reach more people.
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ACCOMODATION AND ATTRACTIONS
You will be staying at Melbourne Discovery, 167 Franklin Street, Melbourne. It will take you about 15
minutes to walk from Melbourne Discovery to Victoria University on Flinders Street.
All bedding is provided for you but please bring a towel for showering. Breakfast will be provided
each morning.
Participants at the Spring Student Institute are expected to wear school uniform.

Queen Victoria Market: Melbourne Discovery is located right around the corner from the Victoria
Market, which is open on Thursday 6am – 2pm and Friday 6am – 5pm.
Old Melbourne Gaol: 377 Russell Street Melbourne. Open 9.30 – 5pm. Tickets $20 Concession, $25
adult.
Immigration Museum: 400 Flinders Street (in the old Customs House). Open 10am – 5pm. Adults $12,
students with concession cards get in free.
IMAX: Museum Complex Rathdowne Street Carlton. Adults $19, students $16.
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Presenters
The following young leaders presented projects at the AVID Spring Student Institute 2014.
Ramanpreet Kaur

VU Secondary College

Jordana Di Mauro

VU Secondary College

Nezha Khan

VU Secondary College

Kristina Zlatanovska

VU Secondary College

Ronan Valentino

Makybe Rise Primary School

Aidan Blanchard

Makybe Rise Primary School

Aiden Demarco

Makybe Rise Primary School

Ella Wilson

Makybe Rise Primary School

Kristen Belfall

Williamstown High School

Abigail Borg

Williamstown High School

Courtney Ianna

Williamstown High School

Amina Soubjaki

Williamstown High School

Ethan Zaharodnyj

Point Cook Senior Secondary College

Rebecca Puopolo

Point Cook Senior Secondary College

Clyde Montaner

Point Cook Senior Secondary College

Bianca Miles

Point Cook Senior Secondary College

Tiri Thompson

Kurunjang Secondary College

River Fox

Kurunjang Secondary College

Naima Lelavaa

Kurunjang Secondary College

Leeshania Afuie

Kurunjang Secondary College

Ali Musa

Kurunjang Secondary College

Dawn Mulu-Jessop

Kurunjang Secondary College

Angel Mulu-Jessop

Kurunjang Secondary College

Tirishma Narayan

Kurunjang Secondary College

Denise Horner

Williamstown High School

Hannah McWilliam

Williamstown High School

Grace Rayner

Williamstown High School

Eustathia Gerakoulakos

Williamstown High School

Ally Reiffel

Myrtleford P-12

Georgia Milford

Myrtleford P-12

Lucy Anderson

Myrtleford P-12

Emilie Rixon-Savage

Myrtleford P-12

Blake Buss

Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College

Caitlan Berka-Oates

Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College

Lillian Knight

Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College
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Dane Cameron

Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College

Shannon Sattler

Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College

Keiren Wilkin

Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College

Kristy Hospef

Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College

Blake Bailey

Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College

Chelcey Mustapha

Hallam Senior College

Achok Bieth

Hallam Senior College

Batoul Elhassan

Hallam Senior College

Christian Stewart

Hallam Senior College

Allanah Leslie

Bakewell Primary School

Emily Sanders

Bakewell Primary School

Claudia MacNaughton

Bakewell Primary School

Katelynn Horne

Bakewell Primary School

T’Leyah Turner

Bakewell Primary School

Giogia Jolejole

Bakewell Primary School

Lucy Mayo

Bakewell Primary School
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KEEP IN TOUCH!
Use this page to record contact details, autographs, comments etc.
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Contact us
AVID Australia Team
The Victoria Institute
300 Queen Street
Melbourne
VIC 3000
Australia
AVID.Australia@vu.edu.au
vu.edu.au/avid-australia
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