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Sea of No Plastic is a collaborative, traveling, research endeavor that is presented through art on 
the topic of marine litter, especially plastics. In addition to art, the project incorporates science, 
math, social studies, language arts, and world languages subject elements. The purpose of the 
project is to bring awareness of how (1.) human habits and behaviors involving single-use plastic 
products have had a profoundly negative impact on the environment, and that (2.) there are 
solutions to this problem.  To date, there are 3 traveling sculptures. The first, Rakefish is a 4 foot-
long fish made mostly of a broken plastic rake, created by third grade students in 2011. It has 
traveled extensively, visiting host schools across the United States and Australia. Rakefish is 
currently in Japan, hosted by Surfrider Japan. This initiative began in the Guilford Public Schools 
as an art project, receiving grant funding through its first year from the Guilford Fund for 
Education, and continues to seek funding from a variety of sources. Additionally, we have 
recently become the “Environmental Education Committee” of the Faulkner’s Light Brigade, a 
local (Guilford, CT) non-profit working to preserve the historic lighthouse and the small island on  
which it stands, part of the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, in Long Island Sound.  
In addition to Rakefish, Guilford art students have created two sea turtle sculptures, made mostly 
of plastic waste materials. They are designed to offer students the same research opportunities 
and interactive components as the original Rakefish sculpture. All of the sculptures are now part 
of the “Sea of No Plastic” initiative, (seaofnoplastic.org) which functions as an information hub for 
all three sculptures. Currently, both of the sea turtle sculptures are visiting host schools. The turtle 
sculpture known as "C-Junk" was sent to the Dominican Republic this April, and the other, 
"Shelly", begins the Long Island Sound area tour in Mystic, CT, this May.  Sea of No Plastic 
envisions the sculptures visiting host schools throughout the world, providing students in Guilford 
with opportunities to connect with students from participating host schools.  Information is shared 
through Skype or FaceTime sessions, and by exchanging research results from the project's 
research tasks component, where students focus on and respond to the various harmful impacts 
of plastics in their local area, and explore solutions to these problems.  Recognizing the need to 
relate to a broader audience, the sea turtles have also incorporated the Spanish language. This 
innovation allows us to connect with Spanish speaking communities, nationally and internationally. 
We believe this project and related activities must continue until the flow of plastic waste material 
to the ocean has ended.  We are part of an increasing number of initiatives emerging to respond 
to the urgent, global problem of plastic marine debris. A visit by one of the sculptures to a 
participating host school is free. It provides opportunities to highlight student learning concerning 
the local watershed and its relationship to the ocean. Research tasks challenge students to 
investigate how their watershed leads to the sea. The sculptures also provide an opportunity to 
explore local impacts of plastic pollution on wildlife, on ecosystems, and on other people who 
depend on the ocean’s sustained health. Student responses can take on many forms, such as 
science or art projects, photos and video, interviews with other students and local leaders, and so 
on. The student-generated content travels digitally with the sculpture and is shared on our 
websites and digital media.   
For more information, please contact us at rakefishproject@gmail.com and visit our websites: 
 
www.seaofnoplastic.org   &  www.rakefish.org      twitter@rakefish 
 
Thank You,    
Joseph Bernier & Elizabeth Kozarec 


